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Key Points 

 Economic globalisation was initially 

considered ‘a rising tide that would raise all 

boats’. Unfortunately it turned out to be like 

Tsunami for the poor and vulnerable in the 

Third World. 

 The impacts of economic globalisation are 

different on different sections of society but 

the vulnerable are paying the highest price as 

they are paying with their very lives. 



Globalisation and Farmers’ 

Suicides 

 Farmers’ suicides and malnutrition are the result of 
ten years of rapid, unthinking trade liberalisation. 
Globalisation has led to increase in costs of 
production, falling prices of farm produce and rising 
costs of food as a result of the dismantling of the 
PDS system and weakening of the Essential 
Commodities Act. 

 The choice of both farmers and consumers 
decrease as global corporations increase their 
control over food and agriculture. These 
corporations gain by low commodity prices and 
people lose with rising costs of essential 
commodities. 



Grow More Wheat, Sustainability 

 The rising prices of wheat is projected as the result of low 
production and low productivity. It is feared that the policy of 
importing wheat will lead to production crisis for food grains in 
future. 

 The proposed package of ‘grow more wheat’ is misleading. ‘Seed 
Replacement’ i.e. replacing the tried and tested domestic 
varieties of seeds with hybrids and corporate seeds. However, 
the package will further increase costs of inputs and deplete soil 
health because it is based on chemical inputs, not organic inputs. 
Thus seed replacement is not a solution but a source of new 
problems. 

 If the proposed package has increased productivity by 25 – 40%, 
organic methods have increased productivity by 200%. 

 Instead of subsidising corporations for non-renewable seeds and 
non-renewable inputs we need to support our small organic 
farmers to go organic. 



The Prionization of Culture 

 Culture is a positive, lived experience. However, the 

stresses and pressures of globalisation change 

positive identities into negative identities, much like 

the prions, the distorted proteins which were 

identified as causing mad cow disease when cows 

were fed with carcasses of diseased cows. Just like 

prions, the prionized cultures become self infecting 

agents in society. 

  Culture and economy cannot be separated. The 

neoliberal ideology of development and globalisation 

washes away culture. 



The Prionization of Culture  cont… 

 Economic 

globalisation has 

hijacked culture, 

reducing it to a 

consumerist 

monoculture of 

McDonald’s and 

Coca-Cola on the 

one hand and 

negative 

identities of hate 

on the other. 



Conclusion 
 The need of the 

hour is to move our 
society to a 
paradigm which is 
beyond economic 
globalisation.  
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